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Associate of Applied Science in
Physical Therapist Assistant

Your Journey as a PTA Starts Here

Why choose our program? Our CAPTE-accredited Physical Therapist Assistant (PTA) program offers
hands-on training with integrated field experiences and clinical rotations that get you ready for real-world
practice. We strive to prepare culturally aware PTAs able to deliver safe, ethical, and compassionate care.
Students learn how to collaborate with patients, families, and other healthcare professionals to collect patient
data, perform interventions, and adapt treatments to patient needs. Students also benefit from our flexible
learning options, complimentary transcript evaluations, and dedicated clinical coordination support.

How you’ll learn:
All general education and foundational courses are offered online, while professional phase courses are
conducted on campus and through clinical practicum.
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Scan the QR code to see program courses and descriptions in the South University catalog.

Richmond, VA




Build the skills to:

e Perform basic physical therapy interventions with proficiency

e Integrate patient data and clinical observations to conduct individualized interventions under the
direction of a physical therapist

e Interact effectively and professionally with patients, peers, and instructors
e Make decisions related to PTA practice that follow legal and ethical principles
e Be sensitive to cultural and individual differences in patients and colleagues

e Use physical therapy assistive devices and technologies safely and effectively

Licensure
Our PTA program meets VA licensure prerequisites. Passing the National Physical Therapy Exam (NPTE) is
also required to become a licensed PTA.

CAPTE-accredited program

The Physical Therapist Assistant Program at South University, Richmond, is accredited by the Commission on Accreditation in Physical Therapy
Education (CAPTE), 3030 Potomac Ave., Suite 100, Alexandria, Virginia 22305-3085; telephone: 703-706-3245; email: accreditation@apta.org;
website: http://www.capteonline.org. If needing to contact the program/institution directly, please call 804-727-6881 or email
mselden@southuniversity.edu.

Call 855.884.2408 or scan the QR code to request more information.

Graduates are required to pass the national certification exam and obtain a state license in order to work in the field. (Exam names vary by program.) Please refer to the State
Professional Licensure Determination and National Certification/Licensure section of the University catalog for additional information. South University cannot guarantee each
graduate will pass the required licensure examinations. South University does not promise or guarantee licensure, employment, or salary amounts.

Clinical/medical programs have a required in-person clinical, practicum, or externship requirement. We cannot guarantee flexibility in these components of the program.
Programs, credential levels, technology, and scheduling options vary by school and are subject to change. Not all programs are available to residents of all U.S. states.
Administrative office: South University, 709 Mall Boulevard, Savannah, GA 31406-4805 © 2026 South University. All rights reserved.

South University, Richmond, and South University, Virginia Beach, are certified to operate in the Commonwealth of Virginia pursuant to Title 23, Chapter 21.1, §23-276.4 of
the Code of Virginia by the State Council of Higher Education for Virginia (James Monroe Building, 101 North 14th St; Richmond, VA 23219; 804-225-2600; www.schev.edu).
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